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happened since 1912. As owner, Mr.
Steinbrenner took over a Yankees franchise
that needed rebuilding from the bottom up. He
accepted nothing less than victory and made
sure everyone in the Yankees organization
worked together towards that goal. Within 4
years, Steinbrenner had directed the team
back to its winning ways by helping guide the
Yankees to World Series championships in
1977 and 1978.

This winning tradition has continued over
the years. Overall, under his management, the
Yankees have brought home 7 world cham-
pionships, 11 American League pennants, and
16 division titles. Many Yankee legends have
played for the team during Steinbrenner’s ten-
ure as owner. Derek Jeter was quoted in the
Associated Press after the recent World Se-
ries win as saying that, “He’s the reason we’re
here. First of all, we wouldn’t be in this sta-
dium if it wasn’t for him. We wouldn’t have this
group together if it wasn’t for him. This is a
special moment. We all tried to win it for him.
He deserves it.”

There is no question that George
Steinbrenner has changed and modernized
major league baseball and professional sports.
A Yankees franchise that sold for $10 million
in 1973 has grown to a current value of $1.5
billion under Steinbrenner’s leadership.

Mr. Steinbrenner is also a dedicated and
generous philanthropist. He established the
Gold Shield Foundation in Tampa Bay and the
Silver Shield Foundation in New York City,
both of which financially support families of
fallen police officers. Among many other en-
deavors, he has donated funds to the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Ohio
State, the University of Florida, and most nota-
bly, given $1 million to the Hokie Spirit Memo-
rial Fund at Virginia Tech University. These
are just a few of his many efforts to assist
other organizations.

Although Mr. Steinbrenner was not in at-
tendance at the 27th Yankee World Cham-
pionship, his legacy was an important part of
the franchise’s victory. The message displayed
over the field on that November night says it
all: “Boss this is for you!”

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Mr. Steinbrenner for his long dedication to-
wards the City of New York, my borough of
the Bronx, and the great success that he has
brought to the New York Yankees organiza-
tion.

————
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise to introduce the Increasing Access to
Voluntary Screening for HIV/AIDS and Sexu-
ally Transmitted Infections Act of 2009, a bill
that will reduce the spread and morbidities as-
sociated with HIV/AIDS and other sexually
transmitted infections, STls.

Fifty percent of sexually active Americans
will contract an STl at some point in their
lives, and 15 million STIs are reported each
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year in the United States. Many of these infec-
tions are asymptomatic for an extended
amount of time and often remain undiagnosed,
or diagnosed at later stages resulting in in-
creased rates of mortality, morbidity, disability,
and transmission.

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, CDC, and the United States Preven-
tive Services Task Force recommend that vol-
untary screening for HIV/AIDS and other STls
be integrated into routine clinical care. How-
ever, stigma, culture, language, lack of edu-
cation, cost, limited resources, and inaccurate
perceptions of risk contribute to insufficient
screening for HIV/AIDS and STls. And, these
same factors have exacerbated the instances
of transmission and late detection of HIV/AIDS
and STls over the past decade.

The Increasing Access to Voluntary Screen-
ing for HIV/AIDS and STls Act of 2009 takes
an aggressive and multifaceted approach to
combating HIV/AIDS and STls by increasing
access to voluntary screening and other pre-
ventative methods while preserving patient
rights and confidentiality.

Among other things, my bill includes 83 per-
cent Federal Medical Assistance Percentages,
FMAP, rate for the screening of HIV/AIDS and
other STIs and requires all private health in-
surance plans to cover screening for HIV/AIDS
and other STls. My bill provides grants to Fed-
erally Qualified Health Centers to serve indi-
viduals who cannot access screening because
they lack insurance coverage or sufficient in-
come. And, my bill urges the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to im-
plement a broad and comprehensive approach
to covering screening for HIV/AIDS, and en-
courages CMS to take steps to reimburse
screening for other STls.

Additionally, the Increasing Access to Vol-
untary Screening for HIV/AIDs and STIs Act of
2009 supports access to early medical and
mental treatment. It includes language from
the Early Treatment for HIV/AIDS Act, ETHA,
and requires testing facilities to link patients to
appropriate medical and mental health serv-
ices.

Lastly, the bill will make screening and other
preventative services more accessible to
groups that have been historically underrep-
resented in public health interventions for HIV/
AIDS and other STis. It requires the Director
of the CDC to work with appropriate entities to
track screening trends for HIV/AIDS and STls
among people with disabilities, and ensure
that comprehensive sex education materials
are accessible to these individuals. The bill di-
rects the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to take the appropriate steps to en-
sure that all women have equal access to
screening for cervical cancer regardless of
sexual behavior or sexual orientation. And,
this bill directs the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to improve research efforts
concerning the prevention, spread and trans-

mission of HIV/AIDS and STIs in the
transgender community.
Madam Speaker, voluntary and routine

screening for HIV/AIDS and other STls is an
effective and low-cost approach to decreasing
the life-threatening and life-altering effects of
these infections. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important bill that includes a com-
prehensive and evidence based strategy to
improve the overall health of our nation.
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to celebrate the 50th Anniver-
sary of a landmark in Northern Virginia, the Vi-
enna Inn. Located in the heart of the Town of
Vienna, the Inn continues to bring together
people from all walks of life. You always feel
welcome and you can always find a good
meal and great conversation.

The Vienna Inn is a part of the fabric that
makes up the Town of Vienna. Its walls, with
vintage black and white pictures, sports
memorabilia, and other oddities, tell Northern
Virginia’s story. First opened in 1960 by Mollie
and Mike Abraham, the Vienna Inn took over
what was then Freddy’s Cafe. Dating back to
when the tavern was first built in 1925, the Inn
also has served as an ice cream parlor and a
sandwich shop.

Mollie and Mike sought to establish a local
restaurant that would encourage the commu-
nity to come together and share their common
experiences in a relaxed setting. As Mollie
Abraham once said, “You could sit at a table
with strangers and by the end of the night be
friends”.

Mike and Mollie became fixtures of our com-
munity, supporting local sports teams and
community events. In fact, when Mollie was
not making jokes with patrons she could be
found umpiring local tennis matches, volun-
teering with the Americans for Democratic Ac-
tion, and serving as a regional board member
with the National Organization for Women.

The Abraham family’s business grew into a
local treasure, with people coming from all
over the National Capital Region for a famous
Vienna Inn hot dog and a pint of beer. As the
business grew, the Abrahams hired their son,
Philip, a Culinary Institute of America grad-
uate, as their head chef. Mollie credits her
son’s home-style cooking with helping the Inn
remain so popular within the community.

After 40 years of service to the community,
Mollie sold the Vienna Inn to Marty Volk in
2000. To Mollie, selling the Vienna Inn to Mr.
Volk was like keeping the business in the fam-
ily. Marty has been a customer since he was
a 6-year-old, and he understands the rich his-
tory and the tradition of the Vienna Inn.

Today, the Vienna Inn is still the same as it
was 50 years ago. You'll see business leaders
at the bar eating a hot dog with the local
plumber and a soccer team enjoying chili dogs
at the corner table. Of course, the “Vienna Inn
Corner Club” still claims one corner of the bar
every weekday afternoon. Madam Speaker, |
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating
the Vienna Inn on 50 years of service to the
Town of Vienna. | and many other loyal pa-
trons from across Northern Virginia wish the
Inn many more years of continued success.

————
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Mr. BARTON of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate the Spirit of
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